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WebQuest — What Is Poverty and Who Are the Poor?

Lesson Overview:  A guided web search, or “webquest,” introduces students to the variety of easily accessible data about poverty.  The search activity performs double-duty in exposing students to the nature and magnitude of world poverty and in confronting them with different types and quality of internet resources.

Materials 

· copies of pages 1-2 for each student

· access to Internet, either in the classroom, library, computer lab, or students’ homes

· poster paper

Time Required

1 ½ - 4 class periods (depending on whether homework is assigned)

Procedures

1. After completing the KWL activity and before assigning the web quest, review or provide students with definitions of the following terms.  (See Lesson 1 outline, Part 1)

· income

· wealth

· absolute poverty

· relative poverty

2. Distribute the web quest instructions and allow students time to complete the investigations and small group discussions.  (Suggestion:  You may wish to assign the investigations for homework and allow class time for the small group discussions.)

· If you wish to conduct this exercise in the computer lab, or to assign the computer search for homework, direct students to the CAP section of the FTE website.  The Poverty WebQuest, including hotlinks to poverty data sources, is available online. Click the student handout link on the Poverty WebQuest web page.
3. Hang the visuals on the wall and allow each group 2 minutes to explain its proposal for what “world poverty” and “the poor” will mean in future class discussions.  OR: After hanging the visuals on the wall, conduct a silent “gallery walk.”  Follow the gallery walk with questions and comments from the class to a panel composed of a spokesperson from each group.

4. Debriefing / Large group discussion

Suggested questions:

· What are the distinguishing features (“critical attributes”) of world poverty?

· Is there is difference between world poverty and American poverty?  (This is a good place to reinforce the concepts of relative and absolute poverty.)
· Are people without incomes always poor?  (elderly, children???)
· How do the poor earn what income they have?  Is their income always in money? (Most of the world’s poor are subsistence farmers and/or herders.  Their

“income” is called “in-kind.”  It is the crop or the animals they produce, consume, or trade for other things they consume.)
· For the purposes of our class discussions about world poverty, how do we want to define poverty?

· Given our definition of poverty, who is poor?  Where in the world do the poor live?

· What did you discover about websites in your search?  Which sites were the most valuable to you?  Why?  Can you generalize about the characteristics of the valuable sites?

· Which is the appropriate focus when discussing solutions to world poverty – wealth or income?

5.  Return to the KWL charts.  Ask students if there is anything they wish to enter in the What Have We LEARNED? column of the chart.

Poverty WebQuest Assignment

Introduction:  Thanks to film, television, and our own experiences, we all have personal mental images of poverty. While these images help to form our individual opinions about the issue, the very fact that they are personal means that they may make it difficult to talk about our ideas and opinions with others. Fortunately, we can take steps to make communication easier. Discussing a controversial issue like world poverty is more likely to be productive if the word "poverty" means the same thing to everyone in the discussion.

Before attempting to answer the question of whether capitalism is good for the poor, your class must agree on some common vocabulary. The goal of this webquest is to arrive at a working definition, so that when a classmate refers to "world poverty," or "the poor," those participating in the discussion actually hear what the speaker thought she said.

Tasks

1. Answer the following question:

In terms of the world's population, what is poverty and who are the poor?

2. Create a graphic that portrays your answer to the question.  (See #5, below.)
Process

1. Investigate a minimum of 5 sources that define, identify, categorize, characterize, and/or describe world poverty through images, graphics, data, and/or text. 

· Begin by surfing the links on the links handout or on the web version of this lesson.  See where they lead you. Remember that sometimes the information you seek does not just pop up on a site; you may have to explore embedded links. 

· One of your 5 sources must be a site other than those listed on this page. To find additional sources you may: 

· Follow links embedded in the sources listed here, or 

· Use a search engine. (Suggested search terms: "world poverty," "poverty data,” “standard of living.”) 

· Before you decide to accept the information you find on a website, evaluate the website. Not all web sites are of equal value. Some questions to ask yourself before accepting a website as one of your sources: 

· Is the author / sponsor of the site identified? Is contact information or a contact link provided? Is there an "About Us" (or similar) section, in which the organization or individual identifies its mission and the purpose of the website? 

· (Use the url ending to help answer this question: .com is a commercial site, .org a non-profit organization; .gov is government; and .edu is an educational institution.) 

· Is the purpose of the website to provide data/information, to support a cause or point of view, to urge people to action? Is there any reason to suspect that the information offered on the website has been filtered by bias or a "strong" point of view?

· Is the data provided on the site verified or supported by other sites you've visited? (See the list of related links, below, for help in evaluating web sites.) 

2. Individually, generate a working list of characteristics and indicators that you believe define world poverty and/or characterize the world's poor. In your group, discuss the individual lists and compile a list of possible critical attributes of world poverty. 

· The term "critical attributes," as used in logic, means those characteristics of a concept which must be present for the concept to exist. 

· Identifying the critical attributes of world poverty allows you to examine an instance or circumstance and decide if it is an example of the concept. 

· (For example, here's an interesting question: Does poverty in the U.S. have the same critical attributes as world poverty?) 

· Another way to think of critical attributes is to ask yourselves: "How do we tell who is poor and who isn't?" or "How do we decide whether or not a nation is poor?" or "How do we draw a line to separate the poor from the non-poor?" 

3. Divide the critical attribute list among group members and return to the websites to reconsider the items in terms of what the web sites tell you about the world's poor. Be alert to commonalities, patterns, trends, and magnitude as you compare the web content to your listed items.

4. Reconvene your group and share your findings. Reach a consensus on the critical attributes list. Based on your findings, write a short (no more than 2 sentences) answer to the question: 

In terms of the world's population, what is poverty and who are the poor?

5. Create a visual of the "typical" poor person to illustrate your answer. Your visual must contain 3 elements: 

· a human figure labeled with the characteristics of world poverty – age, gender, race, health, etc.;

· evidence of the location and/or distribution of world poverty; and

· evidence of the critical attributes of world poverty 

6. Choose a spokesperson and prepare a short (2 minute) presentation to explain how your group's visual answers the webquest. (Alternatively, your teacher may choose to schedule a gallery walk in which all groups will post their visuals for classmates to examine.) 
Income – a flow of goods and services. 

· The rewards earned by the owners of resources for contributing their resources to production.

Wealth – a stock of assets.

· The accumulation of past income earned and reinvested.

Absolute poverty – defined with reference to a minimum threshold of material well-being.

· Usually stated in dollar terms.

· Dollar amounts are converted by PPP (purchasing power parity) to real dollar amounts. 

Relative poverty – defined by comparing the well-being of one segment of a population with that of another segment of the population.

Start Your Search:  Suggested Links
World Bank sites
· http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD/countries?display=map
· http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.PP.CD
· http://www.nationmaster.com/red/graph/eco_gro_nat_inc_percap-gross-national-income-per-capita&b_map=1
· http://data.worldbank.org/topic/poverty
· http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/world-development-indicators 

Gapminder
http://www.gapminder.org click on “Gapminder World” tab

United Nations Human Development Program  
· http://hdr.undp.org/en/data/map/   Stat Planet world map
· http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/  Cyberschoolbus
U.S. Census Bureau
· http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/index.html
· http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/censpov.html  historical poverty tables
Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Measuring_poverty  check original sources linked in Wikipedia 

CIA Factbook

· http://www.indexmundi.com/map/?v=69  generate multiple maps from CIA data

· http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/WorldStats/CIA-Population-below-poverty-line.html Encyclopedia of the Nations – based on CIA data  (site has advertisements)

International Monetary Fund

· http://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/index.php  IMF datamapper

· http://www.imf.org/external/ns/cs.aspx?id=28  World Economic Outlook databases
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